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The Biblical Responsibility Of Planning Ahead

Debt reduction will never take place without the assistance of a written plan.
Planning ahead for an eventual result provides a road map to follow with pre-
designated milestones. If you don’t have a plan, how will you know when you are
successful? Without a predetermined road map, how do you know where you are
going? Without a target in your crosshair, how will you know if you are pointed in
the right direction? It is your responsibility to have a written plan that continually
measures your debt-reduction progress.

Planning for the future is biblical. Joseph told the people of Egypt to prepare for the
coming famine. During the years of surplus, Joseph was wise enough to gather the
excess and store it for later use. He was a great model of advance preparation in
process. The preparation done by the Egyptians cared for their needs during the years

of lack.

Genesis 41:48,49

“Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in
Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields
surrounding it. Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the
sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond
measure.”

While we are in good health, we too have the opportunity to be employed and should be
living below our means. We should be setting aside money to help should there be a

time of financial drought in our lives. We should be living the principle of advance

preparation and planning.

Here is a biblical story about a man about to lose his job, planning ahead for his future

well being, even though he does so in an unscrupulous way:

Luke 16:1-8

“Jesus told his disciples: ‘There was a rich man whose manager was accused of
wasting his possessions. So he called him in and asked him, 'What is this | hear
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be
manager any longer.' The manager said to himself, What shall | do now? My
master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to
beg — I know what I'll do so that, when | lose my job here, people will welcome
me into their houses. So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked
the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,'
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he replied. The manager told him, "Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it
four hundred.' Then he asked the second, 'And how much do you owe?' 'A
thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. He told him, 'Take your bill and make it
eight hundred.' The master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their
own kind than are the people of the light.”
Sensible people look ahead and plan for the future. They manage money to provide
benefit for the present, as well as the future. Christ is suggesting that in doing good
works we should consider our future with just as much ingenuity as the dishonest
steward considered his future. As stewards of Jesus Christ, we are mandated with
responsibility to use every means at our disposal to spread the Good News to all. In

doing so, our gains will have great affect in eternal matters.

The shrewdness with which the unjust servant negated his responsibility to his lord was
commended. He promoted his cause with the utmost care and effort. With an
unprincipled passion he sought to use his master's money in securing advantage after
his inevitable dismissal. Christ was simply asking those to whom he spoke to be just as
inventive, but for a better cause. This can happen only when we look down the line a bit
and seek to plan ahead. The message is clear. In our stewardship responsibility to God,
we should be at least as wholehearted and energetic as the misguided steward was in

prosecuting his own interests.

Learn the right way to live. Understand the responsibility of planning
ahead!
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